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SUBJECT: JOURNALISTS DEFEND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

REF: PANAMA 4644 

1 . GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED "CRITICA" AND "MATUTINO" OF 
JUNE 28, IN FRONT-PAGE ARTICLES, CARRIED THE TEXT OF A 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF JOURNALISTS, 
PROTESTING RECENT "ATTACKS AGAINST THE PRINCIPLE OF 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION." ALLUDING TO SEVERAL INCIDENTS, 
THE STATEMENT PROTESTED: 

-"ACTS OF AGGRESSION AND THREATS" AGAINST PHOTOGRAPHERS 
AND CAMERAMEN (POSSIBLY REFERRING TO AN INCIDENT INVOLV 
ING A "LA ESTRELLA" PHOTOGRAPHER WHO, DURING PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S VISIT, WAS UNABLE TO SHOOT CERTAIN CROWD 
PHOTOS); 

-THE "EXTREME SANCTIONS" IMPOSED ON RADIO COMMENTATORS 
BECAUSE OF THEIR APPARENT OMISSION OR VIOLATION OF 
GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVES (A REFERENCE TO THE BARRERA CASE, 
REPORTED REFTEL); 

-THE ARREST OF JOURNALISTS FOR ASSUMING THEIR OWN 
DEFENSE WHEN THEY ARE VICTIMS OF ATTACKS BY THE 
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AUTHORITIES (AGAIN REFERRING TO BARRERA); AND 
-THE "PHYSICAL AGGRESSION" PERPETRATED AGAINST 
BUILDINGS IN WHICH PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA OPERATE 
(PROBABLY REFERRING TO A ROCK-THROWING ATTACK AGAINST 
THE RADIO STATION, RADIO MIA, SEVERAL WEEKS AGO 
BY A GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED WOMEN S GROUP). 
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2. BALANCING THE CHARGES AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, THE 
COMMUNIQUE GOES ON TO CRITICIZE THE MEDIA AS WELL. 

IT EXPRESSES THE ASSOCIATION S CONCERN OVER "THE ABUSE 
OF THE PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA, ESPECIALLY RADIO 
STATIONS, ...TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE COMMUNITY." 

THIS REFERS TO A NUMBER OF RADIO COMMENTATORS WHO HAVE 
ENABLED DISSENTERS TO AIR THEIR VIEWS OVER RADIO 
AND WHO, IN SOME CASES, ARE VETERAN CRITICS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT THEMSELVES. 

3. EXACTLY WHAT IS BEHIND THIS DECLARATION IS NOT 
ENTIRELY CLEAR. HOWEVER, IT SEEMS TO BE AN ATTEMPT 
BY THE ASSOCIATION OF JOURNALISTS, INFLUENCED BY THE 
LEFT (ALTHOUGH LESS SO THAN IN PREVIOUS YEARS), 

TO STAKE OUT ITS CLAIM IN A CHANGING POLITICAL SCENE, 
PERHAPS IN THE HOPE OF PROTECTING ITS MEMBERS FROM THE 
KIND OF GOVERNMENT PRESSURE REPORTED REFTEL. JORDEN 
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